Introduction
erected the water beetle family Aspidytidae based on a single genus, Aspidytes Ribera, Beutel, Balke & Vogler, 2002 and a single species, A. niobe Ribera, Beutel, Balke & Vogler, 2002 from the Western Cape Province in South Africa. Based on a phylogenetic analysis combining adult morphological and molecular data, the authors placed the new family within the adephagan superfamily Dytiscoidea, as the sister group of Paelobiidae + Dytiscidae. Balke et al. (2003) described a second species, A. wrasei Balke, Ribera & Beutel, 2003 , from Shaanxi Province in central China and provided a detailed account of the adult morphology of the genus and species. Alarie & Bilton (2005) described in detail the three larval instars of A. niobe with emphasis on chaetotaxy, and provided a description of the habitat of adults and larvae, which are strictly madicolous, living in permanent water seepages 1-2 mm in depth, flowing over exposed vertical or nearly vertical rock faces. Jia et al. (2012) described and illustrated the habitat of A. wrasei (see also Balke 2010) . Based on a phylogenetic analysis of larval characters, Alarie & Bilton (2005) supported the placement of Aspidytidae within Dytiscoidea, although the relationships with other dytiscoid families were unresolved. Finally, Balke et al. (2005) provided a phylogenetic analysis combining adult and larval morphological and molecular characters which supports the inclusion of Aspidytidae in Dytiscoidea as the sister group of Amphizoidae, a relationship later supported by Balke et al. (2008) and Alarie et 
